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WESTERN NEW MEXICO CORRECTIONAL FACILITY EARNS A 100%

Grants, NM - The American Correctional Association (ACA) audit committee has completed its audit of
the Western New Mexico Correctional Facility (WNMCEF) in Grants. WNMCF passed the audit with a
100 percent compliance of all mandatory standards and a 100 percent compliance of non-mandatory
standards.

The ACA audit committee conducted the standards compliance audit on June 13-15, 2011. After touring
the facility, reviewing documentation and conducting interviews with staff and inmates, the committee
complimented WNMCEF on fulfilling its obligations to offenders, staff and the community. They were
very impressed by the cleanliness of the facility and the staffs’ ability to achieve a 100 percent at this
time, considering the facility is not fully staffed.

WNMCEF was evaluated on 529 standards covering areas of prison operations including: sanitation,
medical, programs and security. The ACA auditors were Chairman, Jack Falconer from Arizona, Jean
Motlz from Colorado and Warden Steve Hargett from Wyoming. The audit team will present its
recommendations and report to the Commission on Accreditation for Corrections Panel in Kissimmee,
Florida, in August. At this time, a final decision will be made to determine WNMCF’s accreditation
status and score. The accreditation panel, more often than not, follows the auditors’ recommendation.
Accreditation is valid for three years.

WNMCEF has approximately 420 inmates and 200 staff. The facility is a minimum-level and medium-
level security prison, incarcerating inmates classified as Levels I, I1I, and 1V.

Additional Information: The New Mexico Corrections Department maintains the prestigious Eagle
Award. This award is presented to correctional agencies that have all applicable entities
(Probation/Parole, Training Academy, Central Office, prison facilities, and Corrections Industries) ACA
accredited.
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