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"We commit to the safety and well-being of the people of New Mexico by doing the right thing, always.”

Press Release April 26, 2012

Re: Press Conference on Prison Rape and Prison Rape Elimination Act
Friday, April 27, 2012

Time: 10:30 a.m.

Location: Production Outfitters at 1833 San Mateo Blvd NE

The New Mexico Corrections Department is taking a proactive approach to preventing rape in prison or detention
centers. Come and take an up close look at how inmates will be better equipped to protect themselves from sexual
assaults.

In New Mexico prisons there are about 6,600 inmates. In 2011, there were 6 reports of sexual abuse. One case was
substantiated and is now pending possible prosecution. We will have more statistics about prison rape at the
conference.

The Metropolitan Detention Center Chief Ramon Rustin will also participate in the press conference. MDC is the first
county detention facility that has signed on to use this new tool. Their choice to use this new tool shows their
commitment t eliminating rape within the largest detention facility in New Mexico. They will also discuss their number
of sexual abuse reports.

The video will be made available to all New Mexico county jails and detention facilities.

A sexual abuse advocate will also speak about the psychological scars that people raped while incarcerated must deal
with. Understandably, a sexual assault scars a person and lowers their ability to successfully reintegrate into society
when they are released from incarceration. This poses a public safety risk for the offender and New Mexico
communities.

Please call me if you have any questions.
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