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"We commit to the safety and well-being of the people of New Mexico by doing the right thing, always.”

Press Release May 25, 2012
Re: New Mexico Corrections Department Most Wanted Fugitive Arrested

“The hard work of the brave Probation and Parole men and women got a dangerous individual off the
street. We could not have done it without the collaboration of the several other law enforcement
agencies involved. It is always a good day when a fugitive considered armed and dangerous is back
behind bars.”

-Jose Cordova

Probation and Parole Director

New Mexico Corrections Department

After five years on the run and several hours in a swat stand-off, Absconder Andrew Baca is back behind
bars at the Santa Fe County Detention Center.

Thursday around 8:00 p.m. a Probation and Parole Security Threat Officer spotted Baca through a
window inside the home of Baca’s relatives in Stanley, New Mexico. The family claimed Baca was not
inside the home and they were escorted out. A search of the home showed that Baca was hiding
somewhere in the ceiling.

Baca did not respond to verbal commands to come out. The Probation and Parole Officer along with
Santa Fe Sheriff’s deputy left the home but secured the perimeter of the home. Edgewood Police
Department and Torrance County Sheriff’s Office, New Mexico State Police came on scene. The Santa
Fe County Sheriff’s Office got a search warrant.

Four deployments of 12 canisters of gas did not work to get Baca to surrender, nor was k9 able to find or
get him out. At some point Baca moved from ceiling to under floor.

At 4:30 am Baca was taken into custody. He was booked at Santa Fe County Detention Center at
approximately 6:30 am. Baca may face further charges.

The New Mexico Correction Department’s Probation and Parole Division placed Baca on the Top Ten
Most Wanted list for the Santa Fe Region for violating various conditions of probation and parole. He
was considered armed and extremely dangerous. Baca fled from Probation and Parole authorities on
February 20, 2007.



Agencies involved also included NMSP SWAT, APD SWAT, Rio Rancho SWAT, SFCSO. Baca’s wanted Flyer
is attached.
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