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"We commit to the safety and well-being of the people of New Mexico by doing the right thing, always.”

June 28, 2012

Good morning,

For those media outlets unable to attend today’s press conference | have gathered statements and
listed them below from all the speakers.

Please feel free to quote any of them as you see fit. The reason for the press conference was to
announce that the New Mexico Corrections Department’s Professional Standards Unit completed

the investigation into the allegations made in a civil lawsuit against Anthony Romero.

As a result of the findings in the investigation, Anthony Romero will return to his position of Deputy
Director of Adult Prisons.

New Mexico Corrections Department Secretary Gregg Marcantel:

“The trust of the people of New Mexico is critical to our ability to provide public safety service. The
corrections business is a serious one that not only requires the guts to do the right thing but also an
earned level of trust by those we serve. This is why we must always seriously consider all allegations
against our staff.”

“In our business, we don’t have the luxury of picking and choosing how we police ourselves. This
means we will consider all allegations, regardless of whether the origin. As a result of the
allegations levied in a civil law suit, an investigation by our Professional Standards Unit was launched
to consider all evidence that would shed light on the issue. “

“Over the last 6 weeks our Professional Standards Unit has focused their search for evidence to
refute or substantiate the claims and arrived at a determination relating to those allegations levied
specifically at Anthony Romero, then warden of the Central New Mexico Corrections Facility
(CNMCF).”



“Our Professional Standards Unit found no evidence to support or corroborate the claims in the civil
law suit as they relate to Mr. Romero’s conduct and decisions made as the warden of CNMCF at the
time of the alleged sexual assault disclosure. In fact, during interviews of witnesses employed by
our department, as well as those in charge of the criminal investigation reveals that Mr. Romero
cooperated fully with the investigation and did not interfere in any way.”

“Now that the investigation is complete, it is my responsibility to report that Mr. Romero will be
returned to his position of Adult Prison’s Deputy Director effective today.”

“As you know, criminal investigation of the alleged sexual assault, as well as our continued internal
inquiry to determine if any other CNMCF staff were aware of or possessed knowledge of the alleged
crime during the period leading to its disclosure, WILL continue. Should either of these inquiries
reveal evidence that Mr. Romero failed to appropriately act upon his knowledge in the matter,
obviously, appropriate administrative action will result. Until such time though, Mr. Romero should
be considered exonerated of the allegations.”

Deputy Secretary of Operations Joe Booker:

“l can tell you with my more 30 years in the corrections field and having managed several
prisons throughout the U.S., even at a federal level, that the safety of staff and inmates are first
and foremost. Therefore, Mr. Romero took the appropriate action.”

“As a warden his responsibility was to do what he did. He notified law enforcement, protected
the inmate and tried to find out who the alleged perpetrator was.”

“This is expected of all our wardens in order to maintain the security of their facilities and
therefore public safety.”

Legal Counsel Jim Brewster:

“Since the allegations involving former NMCD employee Carrejo are still under criminal
investigation, | cannot specifically comment on the allegations against Carrejo contained in the
civil lawsuit.”

“The Risk Management Division has appointed an attorney to represent Anthony Romero in the
civil lawsuit, and that attorney will be advised of the results of the OPS investigation regarding
Mr. Romero.”

Background:
Anthony Romero is 40 years old.

He has been in the corrections field nearly 20 years and with the New Mexico Corrections Department 6
years.



Professional Standards investigation began May 16, 2012. During the investigation, Anthony Romero
was temporarily re-assigned to special projects.

The complaint was filed Tuesday April 15th:
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF VALENCIA
STATE OF NEW MEXICO
KENNETH MORGAN, Plaintiff,
V.
KENNETH CARREJO, and ANTHONY ROMERO, Defendants.
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