
 

 
Press Release         August 13, 2012 
Re: SCC Security Threat Intelligence Officers Thwart Family Contraband Attempt 
 
 
 
“The New Mexico Corrections Department's Security Threat Group demonstrated their 
commitment to our public safety and core values again this weekend.  Drug interdictions like this 
one show just how dedicated and diligent our staff are.  Each time contraband coming into our 
prisons is intercepted, both our facilities and the streets of New Mexico are safer because the 
possibility that, upon their release, inmates return to our communities as lawful citizens increases 
exponentially. I admire the dedication and work of these staff in assuring both.” 
 
 
   --Secretary Gregg Marcantel 
   New Mexico Corrections Department 
 
A contraband bust this weekend ended with several members of one inmate’s family in custody 
and/or facing serious charges.  What the suspects didn’t know when they headed into the 
Springer Correctional Center Sunday August 12, 2012, is that New Mexico Corrections 
Department’s Security Threat Intelligence Unit Officers were one step ahead of them and ready 
to bust them. 
 
Forty-three-year-old Jo Silva (mother of inmate Aaron Halls DOB: 12/10/1987) was taken into 
custody and booked at the detention center in Raton, New Mexico, for Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia (Misdemeanor), Possession of a Controlled Substance (Felony), Conspiracy to 
Introduce a Controlled Substance into a Facility (Felony), and Bringing a Controlled Substance 
into a Facility (Felony).  She produced to officers a white balloon approximately 1 1/2 inches by 
1 1/2 inches containing three smaller balloons, one with tobacco and two others with Suboxone.  
 
Nineteen-year-old Crystal Silva (sister of inmate Aaron Halls) was charged cited for Possession 
of Drug Paraphernalia (Misdemeanor) and released 
 
A warrant is expected to be issued for 20-year-old Erika Silva (sister of inmate Aaron Halls) for 
Conspiracy to Bring Contraband/Controlled Substance into Facility (Felony), and Accessory to 
Bring Contraband/Controlled Substance into Facility (Felony). 



 
The Silva family brought with them two toddlers to the facility on Sunday, CYFD was called. 
 
Inmate Aaron Halls is expected to face a new charge of Conspiracy to Introduce a Controlled 
Substance into a Facility. 
 
Inmate Rigoberto Trejo (DOB: 4/13/1981) is also expected to face a new charge of Conspiracy 
to Introduce a Controlled Substance into a Facility. 
 
Inmates Halls and Trejo were transferred to Penitentiary of New Mexico (Level 5).   
 
During Sunday’s investigation, Springer Correctional Center was lockdown for a short period of 
time. 
 
The mug shots of the inmates are attached.  Please call me if you have any questions. 
 
Cristina Rodda 
Public Affairs Director 
New Mexico Corrections Department 
http://corrections.state.nm.us/pio/pio.html 
4337 NM 14 
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
cristina.rodda@state.nm.us 
Fax: 505.827.8533 

 
Courage Responsibility Ethics Dedication ‐ CREDibly serving the public safety of New Mexico 
”We commit to the safety and well‐being of the people of New Mexico by doing the right thing, always.” 


